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Government at all levels has been taking it on the chin a lot 
these days and when you look at all the political wrangling

and finger-pointing going on in Washington D.C. and Springfield, it’s
not hard to understand why so many people have lost faith,
confidence and trust in
government. 

The real needs people
have, have been eclipsed

by personal political agendas, that have
paralyzed delivery of important public service
programs meant to improve the quality of life
for thousands of families and individuals –
especially in the south suburbs.

People are angry – and rightfully so. They
feel they simply are not getting the value in
services from government that they pay for,
expect and deserve.

Springfield’s budget impasse – approaching
two years now – has placed an inordinate burden on people and families who desperately
need these services. 

Funding for senior service centers has been cut or eliminated altogether; family
counseling and domestic violence programs have been drastically rolled-back; programs
for the homeless and those with special mental health needs, gone; disadvantaged college
students who rely on monetary assistance from the state and national governments have

been forced to put their college
education on hold or abandon it
altogether.

Deep, long-lasting damage
is being inflicted upon our most
vulnerable citizens every day
the state is without a funding
plan. 

With a President and Gov-
ernor who simply don’t have
working families on their radar

screens, someone needs to step in. That brings me to Thornton Township government.  
Thornton Township is on the front lines, every day, dealing with the real needs and

concerns people have – concerns that matter most to themselves and their families.
I have always believed you cannot wring your hands and roll up your sleeves at the

same time and that is why we at the township are working hard to fill the void left by
Washington and Springfield.

We’re doing all we can to meet the special responsibility we have to hundreds of our
neighbors and their families, while meeting the responsibility we have to township
taxpayers to live within the means they are already providing.
Bottom line is this… Thornton Township government is doing more with less,

just like families have to.
We’ve worked collaboratively with South Suburban College – creating a job training

program that during the last year, has helped move more than one hundred individuals and
families from welfare to purposeful, gainful employment; our township Food Pantry
provides nutritional food baskets to more than 5,000 families each month; our Youth and
Family Services Department addresses
critical family counseling and domestic
violence needs 24/7 and we’ve been
able to provide critical senior service
programs without interruption.

But in addition to the programs and
successes we’ve had in helping improve
the quality of life for so many township
families, we are particularly proud
that we’ve accomplished all this for
less than ten cents. You read that 
right – less than ten cents of every property tax dollar paid, goes to Thornton Township
to provide all the services we do.  

What’s more, since being elected Supervisor, we’ve refunded millions of dollars in
property taxes back to township homeowners nine times and we haven’t asked for or
sponsored a property tax referendum in more than ten years.

Yes, Thornton Township is doing more with less because we are committed to
improving the quality of life of residents in need and of living within the means taxpayers
are providing.

Sincerely,

Frank M. Zuccarelli
Thornton Township Supervisor

Frank M. Zuccarelli, Supervisor

People working
with people.

SPRING EDITION
Thornton Township: 

Doing MoreWith Less –
Just Like Families Have To.



Our local seniors recently celebrated two holidays. St. Valentine’s Day, St. 
Patrick’s Day and Easter. For those attending, laughter and joy filled the air

as they enjoyed food, fun and each other’s company for these two festive occasions.

Save the Date

Both parties will be held 11:00 a.m - 3:00 p.m.
at the Calumet City Senior Center

$15 for township residents • $20 for out-of-town residents. 
For more information, call 708-596-6040 ext. 3190
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Upcoming
Board

Meetings
l May 9, 2017
l May 23, 2017
l June 20, 2017

The Township
buildings will be
closed:
l Memorial Day –

Monday, May 29, 2017
l Independence Day –

Tuesday, July 4, 2017

Office Locations
l Thornton Township Town Hall

333 East 162nd Street
South Holland, IL
708-596-6040

l Senior Center
1420 Huntington Drive
Calumet City, IL
708-596-6040 Ext. 3190

l Senior/Youth and Family
Services Center
14323 Halsted
Riverdale, IL
708-596-6040 Ext. 2000

l The Food Assistance Center
15340 Page Avenue
Harvey, IL
708-596-6040 Ext. 3180

l ZAP
16910 Westview
South Holland, IL
708-596-6040 Ext. 4001

CLERK’S CORNER: JACQUELINE E. DAVIS-RIVERA

SENIOR SERVICES

We’ve entered the New Year 2017 and everyone is busy with
Taxes, Healthcare and Educational issues. We just success-

fully hosted early voting as well as the April Consolidated General
Election.

How important is ONE VOTE: 
l  In 1845, One Vote saved President Andrew Johnson from being 

impeached.
l In 1876, One Vote gave Rutherford Hayes the Presidency of the United States.
l In 1941, One Vote saved Selective Service, just weeks before the attack on Pearl Harbor.

We want to remind you about some of the
services the clerk’s office offers.  
l Assist clients in finding their voter information.
l Assist our clients in finding resources through collaboration with various Social

Service Agencies and Community Agencies.
l Registration of qualified voters. Voter registration in School Districts #205 (Thornton,

Thornwood and Thornridge) and South Suburban College.
l Distribution of Absentee Ballot Applications.
l Sale of Cook County Vehicle Stickers to residents of unincorporated areas.
l Issue temporary 90-day Vehicle Placards for disabled persons, with a completed

application from the doctor.
l Manages the coordination and distribution of replacement placards.
l Notary Public Documentation (notarizing documents for no charge)
l Sale of Hunting and Fishing licenses, Waterfowl, and Salmon stamps.
l Distribution of manuals and travel information such as bus schedules and brochures.
l Maintain all records and minutes of Township Board Meetings.
l Inform the residents of Thornton Township Meetings through Legal and Public Notices.
l Administer Oaths to all Township Elected Officials.
l Publicizing and conducting Annual Town Meeting required by statue to be held

second Tuesday in April of each year. Electors elect a Moderator.
l Assists County Clerk with Election Outreach and Deputy Registrar Classes.
l Acts as the Official Custodian of Thornton Township records.
l Conducts Bid Opening.
l Schedules usage of Township Hall and meeting rooms in the South Holland location.

For more information on the Clerk’s Office, phone 708 596-6040 ext. 3123 or 3118. 

Thornton Township’s General As-
sistance Department continues to

find new and innovative ways to serve
our most vulnerable citizens of the
township.  Some of the recent changes
include:

l GA caseworkers are now able to
process SNAP applications to assist
clients that need food assistance.

l Silver Line Windows recently
visited the Food Assistance Center
and conducted on the spot inter-
views.  Six clients were sent for drug
screening and received offer letters
for employment.

l GA is currently awaiting a decision
from CEDA to be able to process
Rental Assistance Applications.

l GA is submitting a RFQ to continue
to serve the community as a Low
Income Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP) processing
center.

l GA is in the process of updating our
delivery system to allow for greater
efficiency in Senior Food Delivery
program.

For more information call 
708 596-6040 ext. 3133

www.thorntontownship.com
Follow us on social media:

www.facebook.com/thorntontwp/

@thorntontwp

@thorntontownship

thorntontwp

General Assistance

Recent
Changes

It’s easy to join our mailing list and be
the first to get all Township news

Send your email address
by text message:

Text
THORNTONTWP

to 22828 
to get started.

Tribute to
Moms Party

May 8

Everybody’s
BirthdayParty

June, 12



Frank M. Zuccarelli Receives

Community Humanitarian Award...

and the

South Suburban College 
Alumni Cornerstone Award
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For his lifetime of serving others and his dedication to
making the community better for everyone involved,

Thornton Township Supervisor Frank M. Zuccarelli was
awarded the Community Humanitarian Award by the
Village of South Holland. The award acknowledges his
tireless work in creating a better life for youth, adults and
seniors within Thornton Township.

“I want to thank you for this honor because it means a
great deal to me,” said Zuccarelli, of South Holland. “I really
think public service is what I was made to do. Can you
imagine having a job where every hour of the day you feel
so good and fulfilled because you are helping others. It is a
wonderful feeling.”

The 2017 Volunteer Appreciation Dinner and Mayor’s
Leadership Awards Presentation, which was held at the
South Holland Community Center, occurs every two years
and honors people who have best exemplified citizenship,
faith, family, future and humanitarian actions. For the past
23 years, Zuccarelli has served as Thornton Township
Supervisor, the largest township in Illinois. A three-time

Township Supervisor of the Year award
winner, he created the Faith, Dignity and
Respect Initiative bringing together elected
officials, law enforcement and community
leaders to develop proactive ways to stem
the shocking amount of gun violence and
community unrest that swept the nation in
places like Ferguson, Baltimore, New York
and Chicago. 

“The award acknowledges your
outstanding leadership, bringing together
elected officials, law enforcement personnel,
and community leaders to develop proactive
approaches to fostering an environment of
peace and unity,” said South Holland Mayor

Don A. De Graff. “By offering vital youth and senior services, by proactively engaging
in job creation for constituents of Thornton Township, by reaching out to those who
have special needs, and by creating and executing the Faith, Dignity and Respect
Initiative, your lifelong work and commitment provide a higher quality of life for those
you serve. “

After hearing about a gunman murdering nine innocent
people during a Bible study at the Emmanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina in
2015, Zuccarelli was affected in many ways. However it
was not just by the tragedy but seeing how the community
showed its Christian values and pleaded for a peaceful
resolution even forgiving the confessed gunman. He brought
a delegation to the state to learn how Thornton Township
could foster an environment of peace and unity and find out
how the South Carolina community could come together in
the aftermath of such senseless violence. 

The township hosted a conference geared towards adult
residents that focused on Community Policing, Mental
Health, and Social Justice Issues that was attended by
about 300 community leaders and residents. Wanting a
comprehensive approach, Thornton Township worked with
the National Organization of Black Law Enforcement to
organized a Youth Conference last year attended by more
than 1,200 Thornton Township juniors and seniors from six
different high schools. It provided specific training on topics

such as the law and their rights, and the
importance of appropriate reaction in case of
a traffic stop to best avoid unnecessary
confrontation that could lead to excessive use
of force. For its continued efforts to serve the
community, Thornton Township was recently
awarded Township of the Year.  

Zuccarelli, who has lived in South Holland
for more than 50 years, said he immediately
felt a connection to the community even
though he joked “when my family moved here
I didn’t even know what a Holland was.” He
has come to know that and more about the
community. 

“I love this community and I love the
people I meet here every day,” said Zuccarelli. “There is something good about
everyone. I was so lucky to be elected township supervisor because everything we do
in this community is about being a humanitarian.”

The 2017 awards were also given to Dr. Kathryn F. Worthen, Father Ignatius I. Anaele,
Felecia A. Williams and Robin Scheldberg. 

Congratulations to Frank M. Zuccarelli 
for receiving his seventh term as Thornton Township Supervisor.

Also congratulations to our other elected officials:

People working
with people.

Frank Zuccarelli also received a South Suburban
College Alumni Cornerstone Award for his decades

of hard work at the college. South Suburban College
President Don Manning spoke about Zuccarelli’s diligent
work to help the college become more of the premiere
community colleges in the state and the south suburbs.
South Suburban College has been a staple in the
community for 90 years. After serving as an Air Force
medic during the Vietnam War, Zuccarelli enrolled in
South Suburban College, then known as Thornton

Community College in 1974. He earned his degree and
then won a seat as a trustee on the college board in 1978.
In 1987, he was elected by his peers to serve as chairman
of the board, where he has served in that leadership role
ever since. 

“I consider Frank not only a great ambassador to the
school but also a great friend,” said Manning. “Under
Frank’s leadership, the college has improved and provided
cutting edge workforce training to the residents in the
district.”

Joyce M. Washington: Trustee

Norbert Cipowski: Trustee

Gerald “Jerry” Jones: Trustee

Stafford C. Owens: Trustee

Jacqueline E. Davis-Rivera: Clerk

Cassandra Holbert: Assessor C.I.A.O

Geary DePue: Highway Commissioner
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WOMEN   F HONOR
In honor of Women’s History Month, Thornton Township celebrated the achievements of five incredible women. In its ninth year, the Women of Honor Brunch recognized 

the talents and contributions of women who have helped the community, especially the south suburbs. This year, the township honored Illinois State Comptroller
Susana A. Mendoza, Channel 7 Eyewitness News Reporter Evelyn Holmes, District 149 Board Vice President Lolita C. Crisler-Liggons, Calumet City Clerk
Nyota T. Figgs and Volunteer Mary Jo Loggins.

“While they are all in different professions, their common bond is service,” said Thornton Township Supervisor Frank M. Zuccarelli. “They work every day in the community
to provide support and a personal touch to those who need help. Serving the public has its challenges, but the challenges never outweigh the reward.”

Each woman took a few minutes to talk about the award and what it meant to them.

a “I would not be the woman I am today without my mom and without some incredible mentors,” said Figgs. 
a “I was shocked and honored about being recognized. Originally, I said there is no way I could accept such an honor but my family said ‘yes you are’ and I appreciate it,”

said Loggins. 
a “My school board people, my children and my church – I love you all,” said Crisler-Liggons. “Frank Zuccarelli, I also thank you for everything you do for the community.”
a “A lot of times we as women feel very hidden. We toil in the background doing what you are supposed to do or sometimes what you don’t want to do because you are

doing it for others. I appreciate the hard work of women,” said Holmes. 
a “Every day, I am going to prioritize our most vulnerable people in our lives. Please pray for each other because we as women do so much,” said Mendoza.

Thornton Township has teamed with Gift of Hope Organ & Tissue Donor to help educate township residents about the important issues around organ donation. Gift of Hope
is a not-for-profit organ procurement organization that coordinates organ and tissue donation and provides public education on donation in Illinois and northwest Indiana.

As one of 58 organizations that make up the nation’s donation system, we work with 180 hospitals and serve 12 million people in our donation service area. Since 1987, we
have saved the lives of more than 24,000 organ transplant recipients and improved the lives of hundreds of thousands of tissue transplant recipients through our efforts.

“Gift of Hope sees the partnership with Thornton Township as a way to engage members of suburban towns and villages at work, 
home, play, church and school.  Our mission is that the discussion of organ, eye and tissue donation becomes a social norm across our communities. 

This partnership will further provide public education that seeks to address the fears and misconceptions that surround organ and 
tissue donation and strives to start the conversation about the life saving benefits that the selfless act of becoming donors represents.”

Marion Shuck, Manager of Community Affairs 

WOMEN   F HONOR
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Wanting to make sure that no group is left without services, the Thornton
Township Special Services Department works with residents with

developmental disabilities. We provide social activities such as bowling leagues,
monthly dances, fishing derby in the summer, and themed parties and a spring prom
held every other year. We are one of the only Illinois townships that offers this
extensive amount of special needs services.

“When the clients come to the dances and other outings, it’s incredible to see the
joy they have just getting out and enjoying simple things like a picnic, or seeing a
movie or eating cotton candy,” said Beverly Tomczak, one of the special services
coordinators. “Just being independent in a safe place with their friends and socializing
where they don’t have to worry about being discriminated against brings a smile to
my face. Special needs people do not want anyone to feel sorry for them or be afraid

of them. All they want is the respect and dignity that all people should receive.” 
Thornton Township has supported Special Olympics, sending a number of people

to compete in local, regional and state tournaments. Working closely with a number
of Special Needs agencies in local communities, the township has strived to provide
Special Recreation Programs for the Special Needs population. The Special Services
Department also has a number of resources and information to assist families of
people with Special Needs. The Township can help make homes safe with some
safety modifications for the handicapped residents and will assist with wheelchair
ramp construction when possible. There is also a medical equipment closet for
equipment of walkers, wheelchairs etc. that can be loaned out if needed for a small
deposit.

For more information on our services, call 708-596-6040 ext. 3161 and ext. 3175.

Check Out Thornton
Township’s New Website
Welcome to the new Thornton Township Website. We want to give our

residents up to the minute news about the township in every way possible.
The new Website features:
l Detailed information about each department from senior and youth and family

services to the assessor’s and clerk’s offices
l The ability to get the latest township news right to your email by signing up by

email or text 
l A variety of photo and video galleries from various township events
l News stories about our events
l Up to date calendar of township events throughout the year
l Highlights of School District #205 and #215
l Fact sheets and brochures about township departments
l Easy to find online documents
l Job postings throughout Thornton Township

Rembering Thonton Township’s Olded Resident

Annie B. Davis
Thornton Township’s oldest resident –who recently celebrated her 107th
birthday – passed away Easter Sunday. Annie B. Davis, also known as Sugar

Mama was born November 23, 1909. Annie enjoyed watching baseball games,
eating – she was fond of buffets, telling jokes and stories, and watching her many
children dance. She survived two strokes, one in 2004 and another in 2015. She
was the eldest member of the Obama seniors, a social club at the Bernadine Manor
Senior Center where she attended for the past 11 years. She continued to stay on
the move, attending conferences, senior camps, visiting family and friends, and
attending Among Friends Adult Daycare where she was the life of the party. She
was known by many throughout the South Suburbs including Thornton Township
Supervisor Frank M. Zuccarelli of Thornton Township as well as Pete Hawkins,
transportation manager at the township. 

Annie, who lived in South Holland, was very comical and quick witted. She was
always aware of what was going on and who was around her. Her ability to discern
good people was often valued by her family and friends. Annie was a very blessed
woman to have lived as long as she did. The Lord was truly good to her and we
THANK GOD for her – the oldest living member of a huge family. 

SPECIAL SERVICES

Be A Fairy Godmother or Godfather
Cleaning out your closets this winter and spring? Getting rid of your kids’ formal prom outfits? Thornton Township Special Services Department is sponsoring a Prom for 

residents with developmental disabilities. A number of the attendees come from residential agency homes within the Township with the ages ranging from 21-75. This
is a formal dance. If you have any formal dresses, suits, ties, shirts and/or accessories in good condition, please consider donating them for this wonderful affair. Don’t have
any formal wear? Consider sponsoring a client. For more information on our services, call 708-596-6040 ext. 3161 and ext. 3175.



6

Celebrating Black History 
For decades, Dick Gregory has

spent his life educating people
about knowing African American
history and fighting for social justice
for all. He continued to preach that
cause when he recently spoke to a

crowd at a Thornton Township event.
“We can’t just sit around and

believe the things other people tell
us. You have to understand what is
going on and truly learn the history
of your people,” said Gregory.

Gregory was the keynote at the
10th annual Thornton Township
Black History Month Celebration,
which was held at South Suburban
College. The event featured indi-
vidual and group spoken words from
Thornwood High School students,
vocal performances from Mark
Hood, a former contestant of The
Voice and South Suburban College
alumnus, and Thornton Fractional
South High School singer Noelani
McComb. Almost 400 people at-

tended the event. Gregory spoke for
more than an hour in two different
sessions with the crowd, giving
them pearls of wisdom about
American history as well as insight
on their lives.

“Dick Gregory is a man who has
spent his life shining a light on social
justice through his comedy, books
and speeches,” said Dr. Jerry L.
Weems, director of the youth and
family services department at
Thornton Township. “He has been a
constant voice for educating people
on the realities of life. We were so
thrilled when he accepted our invi-
tation to talk with the community.”

Gregory is listed on Comedy
Central’s Top 100 Standup Come-
dians of all time. In the 1960s, he
helped bridge African American
comedy to Caucasian audiences
with much success. Through the lens

of irony and satire, he held up a lens
to American Society and its racial

stereotypes using comedy and social
action to address injustice and
discrimination in American society.

“We lived through racist times
when everyone was a racist. If you
lived in Mississippi, it wasn’t just the
Ku Klux Klan who were racist, the
local government was racist,” said
Gregory. “That was why the move-
ment was so important. We had
young folks, old folks, black people
and a few white people come
together for the movement.” 

He also talked about the inner
perception that people have that can
ultimately be their downfall.

“You women have it all wrong
believing you have to go to beauty
parlors,” said Gregory. “Who told
you, you were ugly? I go to the
dentist because I know I have a
problem with my teeth and the
dentist is there to fix it. Nobody told
you, you weren’t beautiful so why do
you believe that you aren’t.”

Thornton Township Supervisor
Frank M. Zuccarelli talked to the
crowd about the importance of unity
and working together in these
divided times. 

“We may all have different needs,
different wants and different con-
cerns in our lives. But the only way
we can make it through tough times

is staying together and making sure
we look out for each other,” said
Zuccarelli.

He also stressed that Black

History Month is more than just
remembering our heroes for just one
month. It’s about recognizing that
you can’t contain the history and
accomplishments in so little time.

“Unfortunately, there are so many
people whose names have never
appeared in our history books who
added their voices to the debate 
and bodies to the fight,” added
Zuccarelli. “They stood firm, mobilized,
organized and they created changes
that many people thought were
impossible.”

In addition to the Black History
Month event at South Suburban
College, Thornton Township also
held a celebration at its Riverdale
location. More than 100 people
attended and were treated to
dancing, music, food and games. 

Love and Unity Conquers 
Hatred and Violence.
With voices soaring, dancers stomping and heartful words of togetherness flowing, the message of unity rose

through at the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration.
The Thornton Township Human Relations Commission, South Suburban College and Thornton Township High School

District 205 presented an event titled Love and Unity Conquers Hatred and Violence. Held at South Suburban College,
the free program not only commemorates the life and legacy of Dr. King but features speeches about coming together
as a community.

“We are here to honor a man who dedicated his life fighting for the civil rights of others. We are here in this room
as a community to stand together and say we are not going to let anything or anyone tear us apart,” said Frank M.
Zuccarelli, Thornton Township supervisor and South Suburban College board president. “That’s why our message of
love and unity is so important. Love and unity conquers hate speech and hostility. Love and unity overpowers division
and anger.”

Congresswoman Robin Kelly was the featured guest speaker. The event also featured many singing, dancing, and
instrumental performances from District #205 students. Don Manning, president of South Suburban College, was
impressed with the talent, strength and profound words coming from the students.

“When I look at everything these students can accomplish, I am really optimistic about the future,” said Manning. “These
young people are going to be our future leaders.”

Zuccarelli closed the event calling for people to come together and unite instead of tearing each other apart.
“If we are truly going to be great, we can’t be our worst enemies,” added Zuccarelli. “We can’t unite with only people

who agree with us. We can’t just shut down conversation. We can’t use violence as the way to get our points across.
And we can never use hatred for anyone to justify our actions.”
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Last November, as a part of an advisory referenda question, we 
asked Thornton Township voters whether the township

should have a role in supplementing the educational processes
throughout our various communities. Township stakeholders voted
over 90% affirmative that we should have such a role. We took
this “mandate” from the voters seriously. We took it to mean that
voters believe that township leaders should work closely with the

various school district educational systems and community-based systems (e.g., park
districts, libraries, social service agencies, etc.) within each municipality to provide the
best education options possible for our students. 

To effectively prepare for this responsibility, Thornton Township requested that
Law and Civics Reading and Writing
Institute (LCRWI) research/explore the
latest scientific evidence on what
constitutes a high-quality pre-k to 12th
grade STEM afterschool program. STEM
is an acronym for the fields of science,
technology, engineering and math. The
independent and nonpartisan education
think tank was asked to investigate this
issue from the perspective of all the
children and families in Thornton Township, and to offer recommendations. Also, the
research would highlight the STEM-learning and career realities of underserved and
underrepresented children and families in the Southland.  

The report offered by the Law and Civics Reading and Writing Institute identified
more than 20 birth to 12th grade afterschool and in-school STEM quality indicators
that should be present in a high-quality STEM program serving all children and
families in the Southland. At the top of the list was ensuring that children’s basic
needs for nutritional food, clean water, sleep, and safety are first being met. Other
quality indicators included conducting proactive strategic planning activities with all

key stakeholders within each
district, providing a strong
foundation in early childhood,
and offering creative and com-
prehensive STEM evaluation
systems. For underserved chil-
dren and families of color,
noteworthy quality indicators
included STEM curricula hon-
oring and respecting children’s

history, family and culture. Also, community-responsive and culturally responsive
teaching (e.g., role modeling) are essential to inspiring children, young people, and
adults to STEM learning and careers. Open-enrollment STEM high schools that provide
math, social-emotional, and other supportive STEM learning services, were also
reported as important. 

Based on these findings, LCRWI recommended that Thornton Township leaders
take purposeful steps to ensure all children in the township a high-quality STEM
education. It advised stakeholders to begin investing in a robust STEM education
infrastructure immediately, that can support learning and careers in all parts of the
Southland well into the 21st century. It referred to this kind of investment as a “STEM
Marshall Plan” for Thornton Township, which should mainly target economically
disinvested municipalities. Officially
known as the European Recovery
Program, the Marshall plan was an
initiative in which our nation invested
billions of dollars to rebuild the
economies and spirits of Western Europe
after World War II. Similarly, the primary
goal of the STEM Marshall Plan should
be to rebuild the economies and spirits of
people living in the Southland. The
research revealed that a robust STEM-based education Marshall Plan is also
desperately needed, if the children in the Southland are going to have a fighting
chance to successfully compete in a globalized economy, driven by ever-increasing
advances in communication and technology. The report found evidence that a well-
considered STEM afterschool program can be of tremendous value in jump-starting
transformative education and economic innovation in the Southland. 

As it relates to matters of equity and access, the report found an alarming number
of underserved children of color in the Southland are not being “inspired” to enter the
STEM learning and careers pipeline. Given the fact that many citizens in Thornton
Township are low-income and low-resourced children and families of color, the report

advises leaders in the Southland to make this challenge a matter of urgent top priority.
The report also noted that successfully meeting this challenge can also advance the
overall quality-of-life for these children and their families, and represents the only
clear path to meeting the labor needs of local, regional and national businesses,
moving forward. It also identified over 100 business CE0s in the nation who agreed
with this assessment as it relates to racial minorities, girls, and women. 

The report uncovered research that indicated a quality STEM-based education
could be costly, compared to non-STEM education programs. However, it also brought
forth testimonies stating that the payoff in academic achievement, character
development, jobs, and scientific innovation are much greater. It also explored how
other districts and municipalities throughout the U.S. have financed quality STEM
programs. And based on this research, the report recommended several “creative and
financially responsible” ways policymakers might wish to consider to launch sustained
economic development project of this scale. These recommendations ranged from: 
• Using IGA’S (Inter-Governmental Agreements) to strengthen jurisdictional
likemindedness towards STEM Education. • Using contributions and grants from
local business, county, state and federal funding. • Exploring the use of local bonding
to propel financing of this type of project. 

Strength-based 
STEM Afterschool
Approach 

LCRWI proposed its Strength-based
Stem Afterschool learning approach as a
solid research-based solution to the
STEM challenges in the Southland. The
approach aligns with the main quality
indicators identified for developing
productive STEM afterschool and summer programs, which engage children and youth
intellectually, respond to their interests, and connect STEM learning in out-of-school,
home, and other settings. 

A related exciting feature of LCRWI’s proposed Strength-based STEM Afterschool
program is it leverages community resources and partnerships. It is also grounded in
supporting children, young people, and adults with the self-sufficiency tools, skills, and

resilience they need to engage STEM
learning and practices successfully. It is
designed to meet the needs of all
children and families in the Southland,
and particularly racial/ethnic, English
Language Learners, girls and women,
children with disabilities, males of color
disconnected from school and economy,
gifted, and other diverse groups.  

Thus, this Strength-based STEM
Afterschool program is innovatively designed to provide the kind of flexibility required
to meet both the unique needs of each district, as well as those needs that require
partnership and collaboration. 

Why Now? 
Particularly given the rapid changes in global education, and the dire social and

economic conditions facing many families in the Southland, the report advised
Thornton Township leaders to understand the urgency of now developing and
sustaining exciting STEM programs for the children in the Southland. (note: the
previously referenced referenda results strongly suggest that Township parents,
educators, and other stakeholders clearly
understand and feel this urgency.) As
discussed in the report, now is the time
for Southland leaders with the edu-
cational vision to lead the way. At this
point in its rich history, the Southland
needs visionary leaders of courage ready
to support awe-inspiring STEM learning
programs. STEM programs that drives
economic innovation and development
strengthen the bonds of families and listen to the voices of the children in the
Southland, yet unborn.

As usual, we welcome your feedback and will even consider posting well-
articulated critique in an upcoming Focus edition. Please feel free to send comments
on this article to Dr. J.L. Weems, Director of Youth and Family Services at
jweems@thorntontwp.com.

Thornton Township 

Making An Investment In Our Future
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Thornton Township 

Excellence in High 
School Achievement

We would like to celebrate the student and teacher achievements at the public high schools within Thornton Township. Here are some of the recent highlights.

l Stephanie Hortsman, a French teacher at Thornridge High School in Dolton, has been
selected by the Illinois Education Association as its 2017 Teacher of the Year. In making the
selection, the IEA Awards Committee noted that Hortsman has already received formal
recognition and a commendation as one of the top five educators in her school. She has also
served the IEA local affiliate in the school district, the Faculty Association of District 205, in
several capacities, including local representative, executive council and delegate. Hortsman is
an active member of the Illinois Council for the Teachers of Foreign Language, American Council
for the Teachers of Foreign Language, and the American Association of Teachers of French.

l Congratulations to the TR Band that was awarded 22 Superior Ratings and 3 Excellent Ratings on
Saturday, March 4th at the 2017 IHSA Solo and Ensemble Contest held at Hillcrest H.S.
Anthony Bradley, Destin Miller and Kaliaha Patton had near perfect scores. Flute Solost,
Dasia Myles, made her first appearance with supporting members Carly Moore and
Jessica McBounds. All three were awarded Superior Ratings for their performances.

l Six members of the greatest high school basketball team in state history returned to
their old stomping grounds on Thursday in Dolton. Boyd Batts, Ernest Dunn,
William Gatlin, James Loggins, Mark McClain and Greg Rosewere each on
hand to watch Thornridge retire their jersey numbers. Thornridge retired ten jerseys
in total from the 1971 and 1972 teams that posted a 58-game winning streak and
won consecutive state titles. The ceremony was also a recognition of the 50-year
anniversary of the school’s integration, which led directly to the basketball
success.

l Congratulations to the Thornwood Thunderbirds, spoken words group who competed in the
state Louder than a Bomb competition. They made the top 16 teams out of 130. They were one
out of four public schools who made the semifinals. During the five weeks of competing, the
team finished 1st place in preliminary bouts, 1st place in quarter finals at Malcolm X college, then
2nd Place in Semi-finals at the Metro-Chicago. For the third year in a row, the team had an
individual poet finalist. Ayo Taiwo finished in the top 12 of all 1,200 poets nationwide. They also
performed at the Thornton Township Black History Month event. Some of the team members
include Danni Allen, Whitney Whitehead, Ayo Taiwo, Nacir Jenkins, Andrew Ntamere, Tyrique
Carney, Charity Cole, Brandon Gibbs, Roulette Heitmann, Brandon Hunt and Zeja Mackey.

l Congratulations to Thornwood Special Olympics star, Jamiah Shepardwho took home the bronze at
the Special Olympics World Games in Austria. She is the third fastest girl in the world in the 200-meter
snowshoe race. Jamiah beat her fastest time by 7 seconds, making this her personal best!

l Thornwood Special Olympics Gold Basketball Team took first place and won the State
Championship for the fourth year in a row! Kudos to sophomore Jonathan Tyson for being
named to the All-Tournament State Team. Congratulations also goes out to freshman Nya Taylor
for taking the Gold Medal for her division in the Individual Basketball Skills Competition.
Congratulations to coaches Lisa Zuccolo and Denard Eaves.
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l 215 has invested in state-of-the-art technology for its students that are located in various classrooms
throughout the district

l Thornton Fractional South had its students participate in an art show where their
work was featured in the lobby. 

l The district also coordinated a Parent Workshop. They have collaborated with You:
Your Child’s First Teacher and Continuing Academic Training Children and Youth
Services to provide parents with free tools and resources to support their child’s
school success. They offered interactive sessions on making time for each other,
supporting good decisions and listening to your child. 

l Congratulations to Erik Perez, Thornton Fractional North coach who was awarded
Cross Country South Suburban Conference Coach of the Year!

l Student at Thornton Fractional Center learned to edit and shoot
professional videos. 

l Alonzo Vergewas named Chicago Sun-Times Basketball Player of the Year. The 6’-3” guard fully
delivered on all his promises, turning in a spectacular senior season. The numbers are astonishing:
26 points, eight rebounds, seven assists, three steals per game. Verge led the Wildcats to the Big
Dipper Holiday Tournament title and an undefeated conference season. The senior scored 43
points, grabbed 11 rebounds, dished out six assists and had five steals as he led Thornton to an
81-70 win over Bloom in the Class 4A Richards Regional title game.

l Congratulations to the Thornton dance team – The Sophisticats, who finished in 2nd place
at the Illinois Drill Team Association 2AA Hip Hop Division for the state championship being
held in Springfield, IL

l Thornton’s 301 Spoken Word team competed in the largest spoken word competition
in the world, LOUDER THAN A BOMB, for the fifth year in a row. The last two years,
they have reached the Quarter Finals which are for the top 30 teams. Team members
include Brielle Jackson, Alexis Robinson, Amari Henry, D’Yani McFadden, Miakarla
Carter, Javonte Moore, Kiara Jefferson

Thornton Township 

Excellence in High 
School Achievement

We would like to celebrate the student and teacher achievements at the public high schools within Thornton Township. Here are some of the recent highlights.
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Thornton Township won Illinois Township of the Year for many reasons and that includes our great employees who

Thornton Township’s

Candy Paun
Assessor’s Office

Alfred Benney
General Assistance

Anthony Christmas
General Assistance

Austin Burrell
General Assistance

Kathryn Granberry
General Assistance

Marshun Tolbert
General Assistance

Matt Lahmon
General Assistance

Phillip Noble
General Assistance

Ramona Orellana
General Assistance

Samuel Owen
General Assistance

Sherryl Long
General Assistance

Tene Roberts
General Assistance

Terry Wells
General Assistance

Troy O’Quin
General Assistance

Nate Fields
Community Relations

Charles Klimek
Transportation

Crystal Berger
Transportation

Crystal Ewing
Transportation

Diane Powell
Transportation

Donald King
Transportation

Duane Williams
Transportation

Harold Mathews
Transportation

Jacquelynn Deboer
Transportation

James Jones
Transportation

John Golden
Transportation

Lynette Brown
Transportation

Mark Golden
Transportation

Nate Fields Sr.
Transportation

Pete Hawkins
Transportation

Ricky Montgomery
Transportation

Sharon Basney
Transportation

Thomas McCray
Transportation
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work hard to serve the community. Last issue we showed you some of our fantastic team and here is the rest.

Dedicated Employees

Annie Pearl Mack
Senior Services

Chrishawna Frazier
Senior Services

Cynthia Everett
Senior Services

Donkor Parker
Senior Services

Georgette White
Senior Services

Gloria Howell
Senior Services

Karen Green
Senior Services

Paula Laven
Senior Services

Phyllis Mathews
Senior Services

Ray Collin
Senior Services

Bobby Jamison
Youth & Family Services

Bridget Cole
Youth & Family Services

Deborah Sylvestrak
Youth & Family Services

Gail Tinsley
Youth & Family Services

India Ridley
Youth & Family Services

Jerry Weems
Youth & Family Services

Justin Lloyd
Youth & Family Services

Larry Lawrence
Youth & Family Services

Meghan Dudek
Youth & Family Services

Okeycha Pettigrew
Youth & Family Services

Ronnell Tatum
Youth & Family Services

Alexandra Muse
Administration

Danny Fields
ZAP

Deronzo McNeal
ZAP

Fred Griffin
ZAP

Lenny Campagna
ZAP

Marvin Sanders
ZAP

Shellice Miles
ZAP

Stan Brown
ZAP

Todd Gillespie
ZAP

Alice Davis
Switchboard Operator
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NEED A
SUMMER
PROGRAM?
Township Residents Ages 9-13

Thornton Township
Youth & Family Services

Presents Our

SUMMER ENRICHMENT PROGRAM
TO ENROLL:

You must make an appointment by calling 709-596-6040, ext. 2015
Appointments will be at 14323 S. Halsted in Riverdale, IL

$60 fee due at time of enrollment - cash please

PROGRAM SETUP
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
June 12, 2017 – August 3, 2017 in 

Dolton • Harvey • Riverdale
except outing days

Component Types:
• Character Building • Physical Development • Nutrition •

• Scholastics • Field Trips • Finances • Career •

WHEN ENROLLING YOU MUST HAVE
• Parent/Legal Guardian • Child • Utility Bill (proof of residency) •
• State ID/Driver’s License • Social Security Card • $60 Cash •

Limited to first come first served!!!

Guidelines 
for men:
l a two-piece suit is preferable;
l suit colors should be navy through

medium blue or charcoal through
light gray;

l always wear a long-sleeve shirt that
is white, cream or pale-blue;

l the tie should complement your suit;
l shoes should be either black or

brown leather.

Guidelines for women:
l jackets should be well-tailored and

stylish;
l skirts should fall at or no more than 2

inches above the knee;
l blouses should be long-sleeve (solid

colored);
l the color of your shoes should always

be the same or a darker tone than
your skirt;

l keep an extra pair of pantihose in
your purse;

l an excellent accessory for women is
a briefcase as a symbol of authority;

l belts should match or complement
the shoes you select;

l as far as jewelry goes... less is more.

Dress for Job Fair Success

Attractive, 
controlled 
hair style

No food,
gum or

cigarettes

Clean
fingernails
with no
chipped 
polish Clean,

pressed 
suit or
tailored
dress

Minimal
make-up 

and

Polished
pumps
in good
repair

Moderate
jewelry

Conservative
hosiery
without 
runs

The Successfully Dressed WomanThe Successfully Dressed Man

The moment we set eyes on someone, our minds quickly make an evaluation or judgment. The same is true for the potential employers who must assess applicants in
a very short period of time. Like it or not, your outward image, your attitude and your confidence level are all affected by the clothes you wear. The proper image at an

interview will give you a real edge over the competition.
The safest look for both men and women at an interview is traditional and conservative. Dress for the position you want, not the one you have. Remember, you must feel

comfortable in what you wear in order to present a confident image.

Clean, 
pressed
business 

suit

Clean
nails

Shined 
shoes

Minimal or 
no cologne

Matching 
socks

Light
shirt

No food,
gum or

cigarettes

Conservative
tie

Empty
pockets

Clean, trimmed 
head and 
facial hair 

or fresh
shave

JobFair2017
Tuesday, May 23th

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
South Suburban College Fitness Center

15800 South State Street, South Holland, Illinois • www.ssc.edu

Co-Sponsored by:

For Information Call:
Diamond Wright: 708-210-5748 or email: dwright@ssc.edu

Employers scheduled to attend:

Weigh More Career Options

Thornton Township & 
South Suburban College Community

l ABF Freight
l Advantage Nursing Services
l Advocate Health Care
l Aperian Care Dolton
l Bria of River Oaks
l Calumet Carton Company
l Chicago Transit Authority
l Childcare Careers
l Cook County Sheriff’s Office
l Countryside Nursing & Rehab Center
l Elite Ambulance
l Elite Staffing
l First Student
l FP International
l GCA
l Homewood Police Department
l Illinois Action for Children
l Joliet Fire Department
l Kickert School Bus

l Lynwood Fire Department
l Manor Care Health Services
l Metra
l Metropolitan Water Reclamation
l Mi-Jack Products/Lanco Group
l Moore Security Inc.
l Pace Suburban Bus
l Professional Transportation Inc.
l Providence Life Services
l Rush University Medical Center
l Safety Service Systems Inc.
l Schillings
l Schneider Truck Driving
l South Chicago Parents & Friends
l Speedway LLC
l Staff Source
l Star Truck Driving School
l The Chicago Urban League
l UPS

Job seekers should bring copies of their resume and dress appropriately.


