
 

 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES OF THE  

TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

HELD IN THE BOARD ROOM 

333 E 162nd St SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473  

March 18, 2026 

  

Thornton Township Supervisor Harris called the Thornton Township Board of Trustees 

Meeting to order at 6:11p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Clerk Nesbit called the roll: 

PRESENT: Supervisor Napoleon Harris, Trustees Christopher Gonzalez, Byron D. Stanley, 

Valeria Stubbs and Mary C. Avent 

  

ALSO PRESENT: Clerk Casey A. Nesbit, Attorney Steve Laduzinsky and  

Highway Commissioner Antwon T. Russell 

 

ABSENT: Assessor Ca Sandra Holbert-Elston 

 

PRAYER: By Pastor Nathaniel Bowman 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Participants: Felicia Johnson, Paul Robertz, Carlos Rhodes and Rosyln Lewis. 

 

REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS: 

           Finance Director Robert Hunt gave an overview of the Tentative FY 2026-2027 Budget 

for the General Fund, General Assistance Fund and the Road and Bridge Fund. Supervisor Harris 

explained that the Township will offer a property tax refund program that will be available in the 

next few weeks. Supervisor Harris also stated that by law the Tentative Budgets must be 

available for 30 days and that within those 30 days changes can be made. Residents can receive a 

copy of the budget and submit questions to the clerk’s office. 

  

 APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Board 

Meeting held on February 23, 2026, at 6pm. The motion was made by Trustee Stanley and 

seconded by Trustee Stubbs. There being no questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit called the 

roll.  

 On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None  

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve the bills for the General Fund. The 

motion was made by Trustee Stanley and seconded by Trustee Gonzalez. There being no 

questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit called the roll.  

 On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT:  0 None 

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve the bills for the General Assistance 

Fund. The motion was made by Trustee Stubbs and seconded by Trustee Stanley. There being no 

questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit called the roll.  

On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:          0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None 

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve the bills for the Road and Bridge Fund. 

The motion was made by Trustee Gonzalez and seconded by Trustee Stanley. There being no 

questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit called the roll.  

 On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:          0 None 

ABSENT:  0 None  

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve to post and publish the notice of the 

Tentative, FY 2026-2027 Budget & Appropriation Ordinance for the General Township Fund of 

Thornton Township and to direct the Township Clerk to schedule and publish notice of a public 

hearing to be held April 20,2026. The motion was made by Trustee Avent and seconded by 

Trustee Stubbs. There being no questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit called the roll.  

 On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None 

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve to post and publish the notice of the 

Tentative, FY 2026-2027 Budget & Appropriation Ordinance for the General Township 

Assistance Fund of Thornton Township and to direct the Township Clerk to schedule and publish 

notice of a public hearing to be held April 20,2026. The motion was made by Trustee Gonzalez 

and seconded by Trustee Avent. There being no questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit called the 

roll.  

 On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None 

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

  

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve to post and publish the notice of the 

Tentative, FY 2026-2027 Budget & Appropriation Ordinance for the General Township Road 

and Bridge Fund of Thornton Township and to direct the Township Clerk to schedule and 

publish notice of a public hearing to be held April 20,2026. The motion was made by Trustee 

Stanley and seconded by Trustee Gonzalez. There being no questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit 

called the roll.  

 On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None 

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve TAP Senior Lawn Care RFP 

 The motion was made by Trustee Stubbs and seconded by Trustee Gonzalez. There being no 

questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit called the roll.   

On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None 

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve the agenda for the 2026 Annual Town 

Meeting. The motion was made by Trustee Stubbs and seconded by Trustee Stanley. There being 

no questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit called the roll.   

On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None 

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve the Proposed ADP Service Agreement. 

The motion was made by Trustee Stubbs and seconded by Trustee Gonzalez. There being no 

questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit called the roll.   

On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None 

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve the ICMA Local Government 

Reimagined Conference (LGRC) “The AI Edge”, April 8-10,2026 Orland, Florida, 2026 

Watercon, April 14 & 15,2026, East Peoria, IL and Government Finance Officers Association 

(GFOA) 120th Annual Conference, June 28 through July 1, 2026, Chicago, Illinois. The motion 

was made by Trustee Stanley and seconded by Trustee Stubbs. There being no questions or 

comments, Clerk Nesbit called the roll.   

On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None 

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

           Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve upcoming events:  
Volunteer Appreciation Event, April 22, 2026 amount of $5,000; Cinco De Mayo at the Township amount 

of $2,000, May 5, 2026; Mother's Day Brunch at the Township, May 9, 2026 amount of $5,000; Senior 

Services Brunch, May 15, 2026 amount of $3,700; South Holland Memorial Day Parade, May 25, 2026 

amount of $2,000; Men’s Health Matters Initiative-Father’s Day Cookout, June 13, 2026 amount of 

$4,600; Everybody’s Birthday, June 29, 2026 amount of $6,400; Homewood 4th of July Parade, July 4, 

2026 amount of $2,000; Senior Services Ice Cream Social, July 27, 2026 amount of $4,500; Senior Day at 

the State Fair, August 17, 2026 amount of $12,200; Senior Day on the Water, September 4, 2026 amount 

of $9,100; Township Holiday Luncheon, November 21, 2026 amount of $25,000; Senior Services New 

Year’s Event, December 28, 2026 amount of $8,800. The motion was made by Trustee Stubbs and 

seconded by Trustee Stanley. There being no questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit called the 

roll.   

On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None 

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Closed Session 

 Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to go into closed session to discuss the 

hiring, discipline, performance, compensation and dismissal of certain personnel, legal counsel, 

acquisition of real property, matters pending, probable, or imminent litigation, pursuant to 

section 2© (1) of the Open Meetings Act, related to the employment or discipline of specific 

employees. The motion was made by Trustee Stanley and seconded by Trustee Stubbs. There 

being no questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit called the roll.  

 On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None 

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

The Board goes into Closed Session 6:40pm 

 

Supervisor entertained a motion to come out of closed session. The motion was made by 

Trustee Stubbs and seconded by Trustee Stanley. There being no questions or comments, Clerk 

Nesbit called the roll.  

 On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0  

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

The Board Comes out of Closed Session 7:10pm 

 

 

Actions Following Closed Session 

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve the revisions of the Employee 

Handbook. The motion was made by Trustee Stubbs and seconded by Trustee Stanley. There 

being no questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit called the roll.   

On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None 

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve the Illinois Department of Commerce 

and Economic Opportunity Grant NO. 23-203456 Appeal Denial and $500,000 reimbursement to 

the state of Illinois. The motion was made by Trustee Stanley and seconded by Trustee Stubbs. 

There being no questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit called the roll.   

On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None 

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 



 

 

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve the settlement of Dwayne Thrash v 

Thornton Township. The motion was made by Trustee Stubbs and seconded by Trustee 

Gonzalez. There being no questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit called the roll.   

On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None 

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to approve the closed session minutes of the 

Special Board Meeting held on February 23, 2026. The motion was made by Trustee Stanley and 

seconded by Trustee Stubbs. There being no questions or comments, Clerk Nesbit called the 

roll.  On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None 

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

Personnel Matters N/A 

Presentations N/A 

 

Supervisor’s Report: See attached  

 

Adjournment  

Supervisor Harris entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was made by 

Trustee Stanley and seconded by Trustee Stubbs. There being no questions or comments, Clerk 

Nesbit called the roll.  

On the Roll Call, the vote was: 

YES:          5 Trustees Avent, Gonzalez, Stanley, Stubbs, and Supervisor Harris 

NO:         0 None 

ABSENT: 0 None  

There being five affirmative votes, the motion carried. 

 

The Meeting of the Board of Trustees was adjourned at 7:37pm 
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